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Ther e v*'* Boatidera'ble nunftert or tBOtp waa eattia. TBe 
and horseropulatlont iftre much tnallar* The ra wt reUtively iUttle 
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soata hogj Wivu -a.jr'jr — - — — . , . 1 

poultry and no tpeolal poultry farmt anyehere in AriatnltL 
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There wsre no aignlfioant regional differencee vithin Axiiienla> Cattle 
vere divided into elaaaee A.B, and C for elau^htering purpoaea. Class A 
cattle were alaughterad at 800-1000 pounds and yielded about ^ toetsed 
meat. Class B cattle were slaui^htered at 450-800 pounds and yiel^d a^ut 
40i dressed meat. Class C cattle, thin and usually sick cattle wWch had 
to be slaughtered, were taken at 300-450 pounds and yielded 35*37^ dressed 
meat. (Armenian cattle are small but the stock was beginning to lB®^ve 
in 1940 as the result of breeding with Swiss "gray" cattle. The UBSB was 
buying the Swiss bulls at a cost of U8$4 to 5 thousand apiece. Beginning 
in 1937 nearly all Armenian cattle ware bred only by artificial insenLinatlon, 
with the Ijuported Swiss bulls usually providing the semen. Ejaculation was 
Induced through the use of on artificial vagina, and one ejaculation 
Buf flood for the li^regnatlon of 20 to 22 cattle. The semen was stored In 
paraffin-sealed containers and shipped to Insemination centers. Ohe system 
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was and hlghly^evaloped and had the additional advantage of 

reducing tha lncldenc^^&ft ease- jOnjoiagh contact. Sy 1940 artificial 
insemination of cows was in wldeapiread use tbrou^out the nsRR and 
especially in Armenia and Cteorgla ifcere the Ideal cattle were gwierallv 
small and i^roductive.) Other linstock were not divided into classes 

-uu^tered at « average o?\SS SS ”^ds, 
yielding nemly 8556 dressed meat. Sheep and g^ats averaged about 100 
pounds at slaugjhter and yielded 40^ dresse d neat. of coata 

:^rregular;and never vwy pdnslderable. | ^^nasTrouS^avL^^^ orv. 


five- 


)ate were slau^tered to e very 100 sham. PealtrvT 
was not, a reg alar i nduatryl 

Poultry* was raised, butchered, and marketed 


on an individual and small-scale basis. 
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daily aVerageiTf^ inaiviatiai.siaugh terhbn se s 


[ ,tho f ollovlng lirn .thu 


^e Pdderal .Meat Tlrust at ^nifaakan ' 
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. itoft of .^is Biat Ve^*b, to the u<ay and 
to the' liSfiiit 'eiftles 'tff tho USSR. Almost 
none of it went Into Armenian food 
aerkets... 


Pte Yerevan Blaufthtarhousa 

Ihe Karaklis aiauf|hterhQua« . 
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SoyiAt Araeala bad ■OAll fiauAbtlfbeushi 
^ere livestoeh VM ■leu(btered for looal OoniUBbtle&i ■ a ilau^teiiheuaa 

^^d^n^or°two°h?M®^]^i^^S“ aSttllTaj”© eheep, 

■UuSterlnJr ^ * ‘ “yAAtook tare oivefu£l}r 'ialpaoted tafSe ^ 


About 101< WM oannadi Ibe ' greater voat to thl’aray. ''Mha4 a# 

;fcAt. wM t^ .ann^l per oapita aelt otoivaatlbn'-i^ -Meiaa^^^ ' _ 

* population of ttarU; and one half MlUon. 
Isa - *^^Ja*^**^^*** htviag tvw hiidrA ov itta iay figuvii 6a total Mat 
opaaunptloa but 1 wuld tatiftata that It avtragod about oihlnai wiir 
popioai %• farffltra at# ao noat duplah tha viak 
XlMli^at aay tlma.. Ao a itudiat at tS 


^fairly larae ameuats af wei 
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'only povenlent of livestock and livestock ^products In arid out of Soviet 
Arraiirila conslstad of the. caftle Ijuportod from ■ Turli;ey and' slau^tef ed, • 
thp '.most ppft, hy the Federal I/feat nrust at Leninakiii', ■ As' dlreadv' ■ 

Indicated, riost of this meat ' was. shipped elso'where' and uad ndthiris to' do 

with; the ecdno:^ of Soviet. Armenia. , In- 1940 thi ■ USSB' was; ImBOTtins- Turkish 
odttle at ' the ; rate ' of $9 to ' 60' thousand a. 'year; l^so" cattle were 
slaughtered In Soviet 'ArtnSnia ^or' ge6^a|)hlcal 'reaBori8 Blc^ei ' • 


About 30^ of the cattle ware the local variety mixed with Swiss "gray" . 

'Ihe ' oth,e'r: 50^ were called ''Oerman-Red Cattle", 'a small breed Introauded '■ 
originally by German settlers in Araenlai 'Hie sheep population consisted 
of roughly 5036 of the local (Caucasian type) long-haired breed with a 
large fat tall. The other of the sheep population were ’ li^orted 
liierlnos and "precos" (phonetic for Armenian name). OSiere were special 
hollectlve farms for raising these sheep for the wool industry. After 
1935 all the hogs in Soviet Armenia were of outside origin. The domestic 
bla,ok hogs .were all slaughtered between 1930 and 1935 and replaced by linported 
pure. white Ukrainian hogs (exoellfe t for bacon) and the long-eared Yorkshires 
(brought inborn the l , ) wfaloh yield a gre at , deal ofJht . I I 

! ^thera ware ^proximately eq.ual numbers of "these two breads of 

hogs in Soviet .Armenia in 194o. 
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(a) Cattle (no important dlstlnotion was made between beef andkiry cattlej 
wet. were ueed for both purpoiee) ipraied on the wuntalne during June, July, 
Aj^it, end SepteWe^^ Oiere le exeellent pui on the Arqenion wunlalne. 
She oattle were brought .baofe at the end of Septealber and were i^eltered in 
uaheated borne, ihe feed during their nenthe indeeri eeneleted of hay end 
eottonieed, oahee. The 'oahee Were etored in epeoial roene adjoinini the 
barne. • -She wheat wai itaehed outeide the borne ud rmoiMd freeh i»ier 
Ite oovering of enow and ioe in the winter. %e etaetM were eut late at 
the top, ae theh^ woe needed and there was very li,t,tlii waste, ^e tes half 
inoh^ against the ^ enow and ioi, rotted but the rest sti^d geotl'. 

(b) Gloats and eheep wire, kept together and tferoalhtat all sf leviel) Jteseaii 
wejfe ali^B on the move . Ihey graied on the ao^tains %hi' valleys 
were hot and moved p'adually down the mountains as the tops weFi Banned 
undsr. , Ho man-pdi shelter wac provided for eheep and goats, dey fed 

on gfass, Isavei/ and naselavrts. ^ter harvestsi thsy were grased in the 
bwley .end ootton fields where, during a period of three or four lav t , 
thejr gleaned the remnants .of the har,vejit tiid detesited'.msnure whioh wes 
then turntd' into the 'ioll' for' firtlllBer. • " - : . , i s. > 

(t) ^a, hogs in Soviet Armeala were riteltered in very alean sseoial bwns 
wying oement or hard olay floors’ oovoted with sawdurt' w strawi ibelff 
fodder, oonelited largely of eeifoui seed oakes and oorn eoftened .with water 

^fore feeding, it wee againet the law to feed ^tarbage 
of ehy kind to hoge. In sons of the ’wlae' oountiea of Soviet Arwnia hwie 

preseed grapee, a fodder that made them 
drwjk ’end helped to inoreasc their weight.’ Another type of fodder 

fOf^ge wae a aertaln kind of wild pasei ^ ' 

oOntalne email 'hlaok eeedi raelB^blihg very email eoffaa beahe. ^eee 

oil', were fed loeee to hoge. leg feed vac kert 
la epealal storage roome, as la the ease of aattle fesd. I ... j- ^ 
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.'empliasize . the. exceptional care vhlch was, and no douht still is, given to 
hogs in the USSR. Not only vere their shelters kept very clean and their 
.feed and .;fiodder carefully pres crlhed. but' the ■ hoas theMBelvas vere' .■ . ^ ■ 

■ hathed at- least. t^ri.ce a month.-' 
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I the total milk production] ^vas not great. Most 25X1 

.cows yielded no; more than '.one gallon a- day although thltf yield was Increasing 
in 1940 as a result of breeding with the Swiss cattle I Imentioned prevlo uBly. 
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the' average production jer “yalar. 'tfes: about six pounds 

■for most /sheep* Farmers wore not permitted to handle woolanymore than absolutely 
necesiary. aiid all of it was coaslderod the property of the Oovernment of the 
USSR.' ■ Wool was very dear,. being more expensive at that time than nylon now 
is in the US. 


the situation in Ai^nia' wav generally similar 
no -^cnav prevailing in tne rest of the USSR, She point to he 'made j I 25X1 

is that Soviet tomenla is not a major moat produeing'area oot^ared to 
dlflaer parts of the USSR - the Ulwalne, for exasQle-.' Relatively epeald.ni: 

Soviet Armenia is more of a dairy than a meat j^oduot region. Further * 
the llveetoek Industry as a idiole 11- not a naturally impertemt segment q £ 
the Armenian eeonon^. Xf Armenia irare an Independent naitien*' its livnstopk 
industry would detwlorate in favor of hasiaall^ agrioultural pureuitp, 
espeaially sotton and 'vd.na-inaking. . ^ 

-end- 
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